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concession:^, and thus introduced the superior culture
of the Dalmatian coast-towns far into  the  interior
of the Peninsula.    When a wandering trader arrived
in a Servian vi!iage at night, it was the bounden duty
of the chief man to give him food and lodging in his
huuse   or else pay for all that he required outside.
And if robbers fell upon him, he could make com-
plaint to the Czar, who would exact punishment from
the  guardians  of the peace.     The  most  stringent
enactments for the suppression of brigandage are to
be found in the code; the chief inhabitants in each
town and village are held personally responsible for
the public safety.    Drunken assaults were punished
with a sound beating, and coiners of false money were
burnt alive.   Judges were appointed to go on circuit
throughout  the  land,  and   advocates   forbidden  to
" abuse the plaintiff's attorney."    In short, the great
Czar had an eye for the smallest as well as the most
important affairs of state, and his code, stern though
it was, shows that his country was governed accord-
ing to fixed principles  and not by arbitrary rules.
The law-book, or Zakonik, of 1349 was far superior
to the jurisprudence of most Eastern countries of that
period.

Dusan was not only a lawgiver, but a patron of
literature and learning. He increased the number of
schools and welcomed foreign scholars at his court,
as well as native historians like Archbishop Danilo,
who has painted his portrait in flattering colours.
Like his father before him, he encouraged the build-
ing of churches and the multiplication of religious
books. His finances must have been well managed,